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ALLQ-REACTIVF. T-rPT, L KPTTOPTT.9 

The present invention relates the mapping of allo-reactive 
T-cell epitopes on the rhesus (RhD and RhCE) protein and to the 
5 use of such epitopes to modulate immune response, particularly 
in RhD negative women. 

From WO 91/07492, it is known to provide DNA sequences 
encoding complementary determining regions of variable domains 
10 of human anti-RhD antibodies and their use in the production 
of antibody molecules. 

Similarly WO 97/49809 reveals polypeptides capable of forming 
antigen binding structures specific for rhesus D antigens. 
15 Neither of these two documents reveal the immune response of 
the fragments of the present invention. 

The full amino acid sequence of the RhCE polypeptide and the 
differences in sequence for c, e and D polypeptides is shown 
20 in Figure 1 hereinafter. 

It is the case that during pregnancy, and especially during 
parturition, women who are RhD negative but who carry RhD 
positive fetuses risk being immunized by the RhD protein blood 
25 cells of their own baby. 

This is because women as mothers produce anti-D antibodies 
which cross the placenta and cause Rh haemolytic disease in 
any subsequent RhD positive pregnancies. Such haemolytic 
30 disease can be fatal for the neonate. 

Currently purified anti-D immunoglobulin is injected whenever 
a mother is exposed to fetal RhD positive red blood cells 
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which may occur during e.g., amniocentesis, antepartum 
haemorrhage but mainly at parturition. About 17% of Caucasian 
women are RhD negative so that most industrialized countries 
have RhD prevention programmes wherein all RhD negative women 
5 receive prophylactic anti-D at delivery or in association with 
the other high risk events alluded to above. Further in many 
countries, routine antepartum prophylaxis to minimize the 
instance of Rh haemolytic disease is practised. 

10 There are a number of problems with this approach. m the 
first place efficacy is never entirely complete since events 
can be missed or undeclared or a foetal haemorrhage can be 
larger than the anti-D can neutralize. Secondly current 
anti-D immunoglobulin comes from deliberately immunized donors 
15 which puts volunteers, often male (paid or not) at some small 
risk. Partly for this reason there is a worldwide shortage 
of anti-D immunoglobulin. Finally there are concerns about 
the safety of recipients who may be exposed to transfusion 
transmitted infections such as by inadvertent infection with 
20 agents such as CJD for which there is no satisfactory test. 

It is known that mammals may be tolerized to certain stimuli 
by taking in specific peptide fragments, for example from the 
nasal mucosa or via the gut. We have now found that a good 
25 way of abolishing the immune response to RhD in recipient 
females prior to, during, or after pregnancy is to administer 
RhD or RhCE peptides via the mucosa such as the nasal, buccal, 
or anal mucosa or transdermal^ . The peptide fragments in 
accordance with the present invention will then enter mucosal 
30 cells and effectively immunize the subject without causing a 
full blown antigenic reaction which may well be the case 
should the peptide fragments of the present invention reach 
circulating blood system at the first instance. 
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The outcome of this approach is to develop a "vaccine" using 
Rh peptides which will suppress the immune response to RhD and 
RhCE proteins. 

5 Major advances have been made in the last three decades in the 
understanding of cellular interreactions in immune responses. 
These are included in the discovery that helper T-lymphocytes 
recognize short peptide fragments that have been processed 
from protein antigens and displayed bound to MHC Class II 
10 molecules by specialized antigen presenting cells. With the 
growing realization of the role played by helper T-lymphocytes 
in driving both protective and damaging immune responses, 
attention has been focussed on approaches to specifically 
stimulate or regulate these cells. 

15 

One approach which has been successful in controlling auto- 
aggressive T-lymphocytes in animal models of autoimmune 
disease is to map the antigen-derived fragments that they 
recognize (epitopes) and to administer synthetic peptides of 
20 identical or related sequence in vivo. In general, the 
peptides of wild-type sequences are effective tolerogens only 
if given by the mucosal or transdermal routes, whereas 
analogue sequences with particular amino-acid substitutions 
can also modulate the immune response when injected. 

25 

The opposite approach which is relevant in the field of 
vaccine design is to innoculate the peptides that T- 
lymphocytes recognize from foreign microbial proteins in a 
form (usually plus adjuvant) that can stimulate a protective 
30 immune response. We have used the above two approaches to 
modulate the immune response to an important blood group 
antigen RhD. 
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The RhD antigen is a transmembrane protein consisting of 417 
amino acids with 12 putative transmembrane domains and 6 extra 
cellular loops. A series of peptides have been constructed 
in the present invention based on the RhD protein each being 
5 15 AA long, and tested in vitro against T-lymphocytes from 
normal individuals and donors who have been alloimmunized to 
produce anti-D. 

Certain RhD peptides have been found to specifically stimulate 
10 the helper-T cells of alloimmunized individuals. There is 
therefore a correlation between HLA-DR type alloimmunized 
donors and the peptides which stimulate helper-T cell 
responses . 

15 In summary therefore, we have mapped helper-T cell epitopes 
on the RhD protein. The characterization of a helper epitope 
that is targeted in most alloimmunized donors and the 
identification of correlations between HLA-DR type and 
particular dominant epitopes opens the way for the evaluation 

20 of peptide immunotherapy as a novel way to regulate the immune 
response to RhD and to prevent Rh haemolytic disease and 
anti-D related transfusion problems. According therefore to 
one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a 
composition adapted for the prevention of alloimmunization of 
25 a subject said composition comprising an immunologically 
effective epitope of RhD or RhCE proteins or an 
immunologically active analogue thereof. 

Currently, anti-D which is given to pregnant women during 
30 significant events in pregnancy may be considered as a passive 
form of immunotherapy because it has the effect of blocking 
the effects of immune events on a temporary basis. 
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The replacement of passive with active peptide immunotherapy 
in RhD negative women is an attractive option since safe 
synthetic tolerogens can be developed and given before 
pregnancy thus avoiding foetal exposure. Suppression 
5 throughout pregnancy would mean that only one injection was 
necessary, considerably simplifying management of RhD negative 
women and also it may be possible for the first time to 
reverse rather than prevent alloimmunization by administration 
of tolerogenic peptides to individuals who already have 
10 produced anti-D with the objective of "switching-of f " the 
immune response to RhD. 

Accordingly the categories of individual to whom prior 
immunization would be considered are as follows : - 
15 (1) All RhD negative women during their child bearing years; 
and 

(2) RhD negative regular recipients of blood products; who 
might be exposed to RhD positive blood products for 
example haemological malignant disease, sickle cell 
20 disease and thalassaemia . 

The use of synthetic peptides in accordance with the present 
invention thus removes concerns about viral infection being 
transmitted by blood cells from volunteer recipients, but it 
25 'is the time consuming and expensive procedures required to 
validate accredited donors and donations that are important 
too . 



According to a further aspect of the present invention, there 
30 is provided a composition adapted for the induction of 
alloimmunization of a volunteer, said composition comprising 
an immunologically effective epitope of an RhD or RhCE protein 
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or an immunologically active analogue thereof disposed in a 
pharmacologically acceptable injectable vehicle. 

By use of these compositions, volunteers who are usually men, 
5 can avoid the usual injection of red blood cells. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, there 
is provided a tolerizing peptide fragment disposed in a 
pharmacologically effective vehicle, said vehicle being 

10 adapted for non-injection administration to the subject. Such 
a vehicle may be adapted for transdermal or transmucosal 
administration or the vehicle may be formulated with an 
enteric coating for oral administration. Such tolerizing 
peptide fragments may specifically include those RhD fragments 

15 given above. 



The present invention will now be described by way of 
illustration only with reference to the accompanying 
drawings : - 

20 

Figure 1 shows the full amino acid sequence of RhCE 
polypeptides. Differences in the sequence for c, e and D 
polypeptides are also shown. 

25 Figure 2 shows the distribution of stimulatory RhD peptides 
in anti-RhD immunoglobulin donors. 

EXAMPT.F 

30 Two complete panels of 42 15-mer peptides, with 5 amino acid 
overlaps, were synthesized (Multiple Peptide Service, 
Cambridge Research Biochemicals, Cheshire, UK) , corresponding 
to the sequences of the 30kD Rh proteins associated with 



expression of the D or Ce/Ec blood group antigens respectively 
(ie D peptides 1-42 and Cc/Ee peptides 1-42) . The amino acid 
sequences for each of these proteins were deduced 
independently from cDNA analyses by 2 laboratories. Since the 
5 two polypeptide sequences show 92% homology, 16 of the 
synthetic peptides were shared between the panels (numbering 
from the amino terminus, peptides 1-5, 8, 9, 14, 21, 28, 29, 
37-39, 41 and 42) . In order to ensure purity, each panel was 
synthesized by f luorenylmethoxycarbonyl chemistry on resin 

10 using a base-labile linker, rather than by convention pin 
technology, and randomly selected peptides were screened by 
HPLC and amino acid analysis. The peptides were used to 
stimulate cultures at 20^g/ml, although it should be noted 
that the responses of the cultures had previously been shown 

15 to be similar in magnitude and kinetics at peptide 
concentration between 5-20/zg/ml. 

The control antigens Mycohacterlum tuberculosis purified 
protein derivative (PPD) (Statens Seruminstut, Denmark) and 

20 keyhole limpet hemocyanin (KLH) (Calbiochem-Behring, La Holla, 
Ca., USA) were dialysed extensively against phosphate buffered 
saline pH 7.4 (PBS) and filter sterilized before addition to 
cultures at SO^g/ml, PPD, but not KLH, readily provokes recall 
T-cell responses in vitro, since most UK citizens have been 

25 immunized with BCG. Concanavalin A (Con A) was obtained from 
Sigma, Poole, Dorset, UK, and used to stimulate cultures at 
1 Oyug/ml . 

AntihoHi 

30 

FITC- or phycoerythrin-conjugated mAbs against human CD3, 
CD19, CD45 or CD14 were obtained from Dako UK Ltd. Blocking 
mAbs specific for 11LA-DP, -DQ, or -DR supplied by Becton 
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Dickinson (Oxford, UK) were dialysed throughly against PBS 
before addition to cultures at the previously determined 
optimum concentration of 2 . 5^g/ml . 

5 Isolation Of Spjpnic or Perinheral RIonH Mnnnnnrl Par C*n* *nH 
T-cellp 

Splenic mononuclear cells (SMC) were obtained from homogenised 
spleen tissue by centrifugation on Ficoll-Hypaque (Sigma) and 

10 stored frozen under liquid nitrogen until needed. Peripheral 
blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) were separated from fresh blood 
samples using Ficoll-Hypaque. The viability of SMC and PBMC 
was greater than 90% in all experiments, as judged by trypan 
blue exclusion. T-cells were isolated from SMC or PBMC by 

15 passage through glass beam affinity columns coated with human 
IgG/sheep anti-human IgG immune complexes. Flow cytometry 
(Becton Dickinson FACScan) demonstrated that typical 
preparations contained more than 95% T-cells. 

20 Cell Prolifprat- ion assays 

SMC or PBMC were cultured in 100//1 volumes in microtitre 
plates at a concentration of 1.25 x 10 s cells/ml in an Alpha 
Modification of Eagle's Medium (ICN Flow, Bucks UK) 
25 supplemented with 5% autologous serum, 4mM L-Glutamine (Gibcl, 
Paisley, UK), lOOU/ml sodium benzylpenicillin G (Sigma), 
100//g/ml streptomycin sulphate (Sigma), 5 x 10"^ 2- 
mercaptoethanol (Sigma) and 20mM HEPES pH7,2 (Sigma). All 
plates were incubated at 3.7°c in a humidified atmosphere of 
30 5% C0 2 /95% air. The cell proliferation in cultures was 
estimated from the incorporation of 3 ll-thymidine in 
triplicate wells 5 days after stimulation with antigen as 
described previously. Purified T-cells were cultured under 
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similar conditions at 1.25 x 16* cells/ml, together with 
unfractionated MC, which had been irradiated with 2000 rads 
to prevent their proliferation, and which were added to the 
wells at a final concentration of 0.6 x 10 s cells/ml to act as 
5 antigen presenting cells (APC) . In some experiments, these 
cultures were performed in 2ml wells and the incorporation of 
3 H-Thymidine was measured in triplicate 100//1 samples 
withdrawn from the plates over the period 4-9 days after 
stimulation. Proliferation results are presented either as 
10 the mean CPM +/- SD of the triplicate samples, or as a 
stimulation index (SI), expressing the ratio of mean CPM in 
stimulated versus unstimulated control cultures. An Sl>3 with 
CPM>500 is interpreted as representing a positive response. 

15 As shown in Figure 2 various peptide fragments have been 
selected in accordance with their particular peptide 
sequences. These are given in Tables 1, 2 and 3 which follow 
and the results achieved by means of the foregoing example are 
shown in Figure 2 . 

20 

Accordingly we have shown that helper T-cells from all donors 
deliberately immunized against RhD can be stimulated In vitro 
by RhD peptides. Further there is a variation between 
alloimmune donors in the T-cell response profile to the RhD 
25 peptides. 

Despite variations, RhD peptides Nos. 2, 6, 12, 12A, ISA, 18A, 
28 and 39 are most commonly targeted. However significantly 
related profiles are found in donors as sharing HLA-DR 
30 alleles. 

It follows that the characterization of the putative helper 
T-cell epitopes we have identified is a key step in the 
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development of safe immunogens for anti-immunoglobulin donors 
and opens the way to the evaluation of peptide immunotherapy 
as a novel approach to the prevention of haemoloytic disease 
inter alia in neonates. 



Table 1 
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PEPTIDE NUMBER 

RhCR (R2 cli) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1] 

12 

13 

14 

15 

3 6 

17 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

30 

39 

40 

41 

42 



PEPTIDE SKQUfcNCE 



SSKYPRSVRRC1.PLW 
CI jPLWALTLEAAL I L 
AALILLFYFF'i'HYDA 

th y da s le dqkglva 
kglvasyqvgodltv 
qdltvmaalglgflt 
lgfltsnfrrhswss 

H S W S S V A FN I j FMLAL 

KMLALGVQWAI LLDG 

ILLDGFLSQFPPGKV 

L'PGKWITLFSIRJA 

SIRLATMSAMSVLIS 

SVL I SAGAVLGKVNL 

GK VN I AQLWMVL VE 

MVLVEVTALGTLRMV 

TJjRMVI 5NI FNTDYH 

NTDYHMNhRHFYVFA 

FYVFAAYFGLTVAWC 

TVAWCLPKPLPKGTK 

PKGTEDNDQRATIPS 

AT] J? S L S AMI GAL Fh 

G/vL FLWM FW PSVNSP 

SVNSPLLRSPIQRKN 

IQRKNAMFNTYYALA 

YYA LA V S V V T A ISGS 

AISGSSLAHPORKIS 

QRK1 SMTYVHSAVLA 

SAVLAGGVAVGTSCH 

GTSCHLIP3 PWLAM V 

WLAMVLGLVAGLISI 

GI.3 SIGGAKCLPVCC 

LPVCCNRVLGIHHIS 

l'HHISVMHSTFSLLG 

FSLLGLLGE I TY I VL 

TY1VLLVLIITVWNGN 

VWNGNGMIGKQVLLS 

QVLLSIGELSLAIV3 

LAIVIALTSGLLTGL 

LLTGLLLNLKIWKAP 

I WKAPHVAK Y FDDQV 

FDIJQVFWKFPKLAVG 

DDQVFWK FPHLAVGF 
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1 
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16 
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NLRMV T T FNTnYW 


1 ^9- 1 ft 


17 
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RhCE (Rl 


Ce) 


1A (C) 




22A(e) 




RhD 




6A (also 


C) 


7A (also 


C) 


1 OA (also 


C) 


HA(also 


C) 


12A 




13A 




15A 




16A 




] 7A 




18A 
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2 OA 




21A 




22A 




23A 




24A 




26A 




27A 




3 OA 




31A 




32A 




33A 




34A 




35A 




39A 




4 OA 





RSVRRCLPLCAIjTLE 7 -21 

WMFWPSVNSALLRSP 217-231 

MAAIGLGFLTSSFRR 57 -71 

SSFRRHSWSSVAFNL 67 -83 

FLSQFPSGKWITLF 97 -111 

V I T L FS I RL A 'J'M SAL 3 07-121 

I'M SALS VL I SVDAVL 117-331 

VDAVLGKVNLAQLVV 127-141 

VTALGNLRMVI SNl F 14 7-3.61 

ISNIFNTUYHMNMMH lb 7-1 71 

MNMMHI YVFAAYFGL 167-101 

AY FGJjSVAWCLPKPL 177-191 

LPKPLPEGTEDKDQT 3 07-2 01 

DKDQTATI PSLSAMJj 197-211 

L S AMIfGA L FL W I FWP 207-221 

WIFWPSFNSALLRSP 217-231 

LLRSPIERKNAVFNT 227-241 

AVFNTYYAVAVSWT 237-251 

SLAHPQGKISKTYVH 257-271 

KT YVH SAVLAGGVAV 2 67-281 

LG LVAGL I SVGGAKY 2 97-311 

GGAKYLW3CCNRVLG 307-321 

NRVLGIPHSSIMGYN 317-331 

IMGYNFSLLGLLGEI 327-341 

LLGEI IY1VLLVLDT 337-351 

LVLDTVGAGNGMIGF 347-361 

LLNLK JWKAPHEAKY 387-401 

HEAXYFDDQVFWKFP 397-411 



23A (alternative) 
22A (a3 ternative) 



LSAMLGALKLWMFWP 
WMFWPSFNSALLRSP 



207-221 
217-233 



- 14 - 

CLAIMS : - 

1. A composition adapted for the prevention of 
alloimmunization of a subject, said composition comprising an 

5 immunologically effective epitope of an RhD or RhCE protein 
or an immunologically active analogue thereof. 

2. A composition according to claim 1 wherein the epitope 
is selected from at least one of RhD or RhCE protein epitopes 

10 selected from numbers 2, 6, 12, 12A, 15A, 18A, 28 and 39 
hereinbefore set forth. 



3. A composition according to claim 2 including the epitope 
No. 12A. 



15 



4. A composition adapted for the induction of 
alloimmunization of a volunteer, said composition comprising 
an immunologically effective epitope of an RhD or RhCE protein 
or an immunologically active analogue thereof disposed in a 

20 pharmacologically acceptable injectable vehicle. 

5. A composition according to claim 4 wherein the epitope 
is selected from at least one of RhD or RHCE protein epitopes 
selected from numbers 2, 6, 12, 12a, 15a, 18a, 28 and 39 

25 hereinbefore set forth. 



6. A composition according to claim 4 including the epitope 
12a. 



30 7. a tolerizing peptide fragment disposed in a 
pharmacologically effective vehicle, said vehicle being 
adapted for non-inj ection administration to the subject. 



- 15 - 



8. A vehicle according to claim 7 adapted for transdermal 
or transmucosal administration or wherein said vehicle is a 
formulation with an enteric coating for oral administratic 



.on. 



5 9. A vehicle according to either of claims 7 or 8 wherein 
the peptide fragment forms an epitope of claims 1 to 3 . 

10. A method of tolerizing a subject which comprises 
administering through said subject a tolerized peptide 

10 fragment according to any one of claims 7 to 9 . 

11. An epitope selected from an RhD or RhCE protein and 
selected from fragment Nos. 2, 6, 12, 12A, 15A, 18A, 28 and 
38 hereinbefore set forth. 
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